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ADJOURNMENT 

Kooralbyn; Electricity Prices  

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (10.41 pm): Kooralbyn is a terrific town with stunning scenery 

in the centre of the Beaudesert electorate. Situated about 20 minutes south of Beaudesert, many people 

know Kooralbyn for the Kooralbyn International School, a fine school of several hundred students. The 

Kooralbyn International School was also where the world’s No. 1 ranked golfer, Beaudesert born and 

bred Jason Day, got his start when he attended the school in a specialised course for developing golfers, 

as did Adam Scott, another terrific golfer Kooralbyn can claim. It was there that Jason started his 

friendship and professional relationship with his caddy to this day, Colin Swatton, who was one of 

Jason’s mentors all those years ago. It has been a big year for Jason Day, who started golf at the 

Beaudesert golf course and now sits atop the golf world. Well done, Jason, and I know the whole 

electorate, and in particular Kooralbyn, are proud of you. 

In 2013, the Kooralbyn Resort—another prominent spot in the community—was purchased and 

major renovations began to bring what has been at the centre of Kooralbyn for many years back into 

business after its closure in 2008. I recently attended a Kooralbyn Valley Chamber of Commerce 

meeting, a chamber of 39 dedicated businesses, and can I say their enthusiasm to work together to 

build business in Kooralbyn and to make Kooralbyn prosper was outstanding. Well done to all involved 

in the chamber of commerce. At that meeting, I was pleased to hear about the very real progress being 

made towards the reopening of the resort and golf course—which will be a Ramada operation—that 

has produced champions, including plans outlined by the group’s manager for the reopening of the 

airstrip to provide another way for people to visit Kooralbyn, to invest in Kooralbyn and to enjoy 

Kooralbyn. 

I want to see a vibrant, profitable resort and entire Kooralbyn community that generates jobs for 
locals and revitalises the entire local economy. The LNP’s economic plans to instil confidence in our 
economy, building better roads and infrastructure, boosting training places for our young unemployed 
and keeping taxes low—including payroll tax, which is an obscene tax on jobs—will ensure our region 
has the best opportunity to grow and create local jobs. 

The LNP government boosted the police presence in Kooralbyn, delivered vastly expanded 
hospital services—including newly restored maternity services at Beaudesert Hospital—and went a 
long way in improving services to all in the region. But this Labor government is bad for jobs, is bad for 
growth and is putting pressure on a major cost of living and doing business—electricity prices—just as 
the LNP’s efforts in just under three years has seen stabilisation of those prices. Through its $3 billion 
dividend raid on Energex and Ergon—a stealth tax on electricity by shifting millions of debt onto these 
companies, by allowing them to charge more for the poles and wires they own—only one thing can 
come about, and that is higher power prices. 
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This Labor government needs to act on power prices, it needs to rein in Energex and Ergon and 
give consumers and businesses a break from the constant increase in power prices we have seen since 
Labor started wrecking Queensland’s electricity sector under Peter Beattie back in 2007, a wrecking 
job carried on by Andrew Fraser and Anna Bligh, and now Annastacia Palaszczuk, Curtis Pitt and Mark 
Bailey. Shame on you all for the wanton neglect you are showing by treating Queenslanders like cash 
cows when it comes to power prices. The people of Kooralbyn, the Beaudesert electorate and all of 
Queensland will not forget. 

 


